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This paper is submitted in response to the Official Action dated December 17, 2002. 
In response to the Office Action dated December 17, 2002, Applicants hereby provisionally elect, 
without traverse, the subject matter of Group (I), covered by claims 1-9, for prosecution in this 
application. Applicants reserve the right to file one or more divisional applications directed to 
the non-elected subject matter under 35 USC §120 and 35 USC §121 prior to issuance of any 
patent granted on the elected subject matter. 

In the event that this paper is not timely filed, Applicants hereby petition for an 
appropriate extension of time. The fee for any such extension may be charged to our Deposit 
Account No. 01-2340. 



In the event any additional fees are required in connection with this response, pi 



charge our Deposit Account No. 01-2340. 

Respectfully submitted, 
ARMSTRONG, WESTERMAN & HATTORI, LLP 

William L. Brooks 
Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 34,129 
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